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Coffs Harbour High School student speaks in Parliament House.

There was plenty of logical argument and confident speaking at NSW Parliament House on Friday but there was not a politician in sight.

While the Legislative Assembly was in session upstairs, 26 students, aged 12-14 from around NSW, gathered in the theatrette of Parliament House for the semi finals of the Legacy Junior Public Speaking Award.

James Franklin, from Coffs Harbour High School, remained composed through his five minute prepared speech on the topic of ‘’the distraction of the internet to teens’’ then confidently returned to the stage for a two minute impromptu speech on ``walking a fine line’’.

Although James won’t move on to the finals, his clarity, solid arguments and ability to engage the audience was recognised by the judges who commented on the high standard of all this year’s entrants. 

The students tackled a wide range of topics including ethics, social justice and how life is like a game of Monopoly.
The competition is run by Legacy and NSW Education and Training’s Arts Unit and aims to develop the confidence and self esteem of youth through public speaking.
For more information on James contact  Miss Ion at Coffs Harbour High School on 6652 3466.
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