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This newsletter edition is packed full of articles and photos of many of our students 
engaged in sporting, creative and performing arts and other extracurricular activities 
achieving within and beyond our school. It highlights the range of opportunities 
available to students in public schools. It signifies somewhat of a return to more normal 
operation for schools as we attempt to move past the last two years of coping with the 
COVID pandemic. It has been great to receive emails from parents thanking the school 
for the work done in running these events. Of course, these activities involve a 
significant amount of organisation from organising staff. This is work they undertake 
freely in addition to their regular teaching and preparation duties. It involves 
considerable commitment leading up to and during an activity, often involving being 
away from home for extended periods caring for our students. Of course, while staff 
are away with students on these activities, other staff back at school are covering their 
classes. This often involves extra work for all concerned. Again, this work is done 
freely. We usually don’t charge parents/carers to employ additional teachers to cover 
absent staff on excursions or provide the time needed to organise these activities. To 
do so would make the costs prohibitive, and these opportunities would not be possible. 
Instead, it is the case that many staff pitch in to support activities we believe enrich 
our students. Given this, I thought it timely to recognise the work of all staff who have 
supported these activities. 

I also want to take this opportunity to welcome our new Head Teacher Welfare – Mr 
Shaun Rayner, and to thank Ms Smith and Mr Henry for their work as relieving Head 
Teacher Welfare over the last 18 months. We have had three new positions filled this 
term through a merit selection process – Mr Breen as our new Deputy Principal, Mr 
Donald as the new Head Teacher HSIE and Mr Rayner as Head Teacher Welfare. 
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Attendance  
We continue to focus on student attendance and, in particular, on our target to increase 
the number of students attending greater than 90% of the time. I appreciate how most 
students and families have approached this focus. Many students and parents/carers 
want to achieve this benchmark. COVID has made this difficult, but as we move 
through the year, those students who have had their attendance impacted by COVID 
will find that they will still be able to achieve greater than 90% attendance. Of course, 
it is still important that students only attend school when they are well. Coming to 
school while you are unwell makes it harder and takes longer for a student to recover 
from illness and risks passing that illness to other students and staff. We also 
understand that, with COVID restrictions easing and international travel starting to up 
again, some families may be looking to travel overseas to visit relatives or to enjoy 
holidays that they have not been able to take over the last two years. I recognise that 
it is not always possible for these trips to occur outside of school term time as 
parents/carers need to be able to take leave from their work. In these cases, parents 
can apply for leave so that their child can be excused from school for an extended 
period of the trip. 

In addition to notifying the school of any planned upcoming absences, parents need 
to explain any unplanned absences as they occur. If a student is absent on any day, 
then parents are asked to contact the school to explain a valid reason for this absence. 
To assist in this process and ensure that we are following Department of Education 
procedures for monitoring attendance, we are now going to send an email and an SMS 
every day that a student is absent without explanation. Additionally, after seven days, 
we will send a follow-up email if the absence remains unexplained to inform 
parents/carers that the absence will now be recorded as an “unjustified” absence. 
Please also note that if a student is absent for five or more consecutive days from 
school without an explanation, parents will receive further direct contact. If we cannot 
make contact, we are required to assess the situation as a possible child protection 
concern and report the matter accordingly. In summary, we want students at school 
all the time but recognise that is not always possible. So we require that parents/carers 
give a timely and reasonable explanation of any absences.  

School improvements and maintenance and repair of facilities 
We have recently had our new bell system installed. It is a fully wireless electronic 
system that includes several loudspeakers and digital displays around the school. The 
displays also show the time of day, which many students want now that their phones 
have to remain away during the day. This system is linked to a master control panel 
that allows us to undertake an evacuation or lockdown easily. While these responses 
are not usual, it is reassuring that we now have a significantly capable modern system 
for managing these processes. 

On the topic of school facilities, I occasionally have parents raise concerns when part 
of our school facilities become damaged and need repair. It is particularly inconvenient 
and disappointing when this is due to a small number of students who mistreat or 
vandalise facilities, causing damage. Unfortunately, when facilities are damaged, we 
must go through an administrative process to engage government contractors to  
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undertake repairs, and that process can take some time. This means that some 
facilities remain closed or unusable, inconveniencing all students. This has mainly 
been the case recently with damage to student toilets. I have appealed to students to 
assist the school in reducing these incidents by reporting any vandalism they witness 
so that the matter can be addressed with the offending students. I wanted to reassure 
parents/carers that we are undertaking steps to repair any damage and deter future 
vandalism. 

P&C Meeting 
A reminder that our school Parents and Citizens Association (P&C) meets on the first 
Monday of each month during the school term. Our next meeting will be held at 7:00 
pm on Monday 6 June 2022 in the school meeting room. All parents are welcome to 
attend and join our P&C so they can contribute to the running of the school. 

 

Peter South 
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20 – 24 June 

 
Year 10  
Work Experience  

6 August – 12 August  Year 9 Snow  
Excursion   

 
15 August – 26 August 

 
Year 12 Trial Exams  

15 August – 19 August  
 
Year 11 Hospitality  
Work Placement 

10 September – 16 September 
 
Year 10 Snow Excursion   

12 September – 21 September   
 Year 11 Exams  

23 September 
 
Year 12 
Graduation Ceremony          
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From the P&C 

 

The P&C has had a busy start to the year, and we’re pleased to say that in our last 
meeting we approved $1500 of funding for 15 outstanding students. Students who are 
representing the school in events including sports, arts, academic pursuits and 
leadership can apply for funding though they must also have the support of the Head 
Teacher of the relevant faculty. Every eligible student can receive $100 funding once 
per calendar year. Please contact the office if you think your child may be eligible.  
  
Important reminder 
As a reminder, all funds raised through our canteen and uniform sales are used at the 
discretion of the P&C to purchase school equipment and provide funding for our 
students. In the current climate, it is becoming rare for a school’s P&C to operate and 
benefit from their internal school sales. In order for us to keep on benefiting, we need 
parents to get involved in our P&C.  
  
Volunteer opportunity 
We are looking for an Assistant Treasurer to help with some of the tasks currently 
being undertaken by our P&C Treasurer. If you have any experience with basic 
bookkeeping, have a spare hour once a week, and want to give back to your 
school community, we’d love to hear from you.  
  
Job opportunity 
We are on the lookout for a new Canteen Supervisor. After many years of service to 
our canteen, Terri Woods will be leaving her position. We want to thank her for giving 
so much to our students and teaching staff and wish her well in her next adventure. If 
you are interested or know someone who might be interested in this Monday-
Friday position, please contact the school.  
  
Our next meeting will be on June 6 at 7pm in the Admin Building. Come along and 
have a say in the school and your child’s education.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rhonda Locke 
 
P & C SECRETARY



LIBRARY 

6 | P a g e  
 

 

Library News  
 
Borrowing rates  
We have been so impressed with the enthusiastic Library borrowing which has taken 
place so far this year. As you can see from the graph below, Year 7 students are well 
and truly leading the charge with an outstanding 645 books borrowed in the first few 
months of the year. Well done, Year 7! 

Overall, our borrowing rates are 65% higher than they were during the same period 
last year, which is a wonderful achievement. ALL students are encouraged to borrow 
books regularly throughout the year. 
 
The benefits of reading  
The benefits of reading are well-documented, and research consistently highlights the 
positive impacts it has on young people, such as:  
 
● Increased reading comprehension skills  
● Expanded vocabulary  
● Improved concentration  
● Greater feelings of empathy  
● Improved writing skills  
● Heightened critical thinking skills  
● Enhanced brain activity (yes, reading really CAN make you smarter!)  
 
The graph above suggests that our students read more when they are in the younger 
grades but tend to read less frequently as they get older. It is important to remember 
that the reading is beneficial for all age groups and is linked with greater academic 
success. Please encourage your child to continue to read in their own time, and don’t 
hesitate to contact Ms Montgomery if you’d like to discuss your child’s reading or 
avenues to support them with reading at home. 
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Year 7 Star Reading / Accelerated Reader program  
 
This year, we have adopted a wide reading program for Year 7 students, which will 
involve greater opportunities for reading, as well as the monitoring of each student’s 
literacy growth throughout the year. So far, students have completed a diagnostic quiz 
to determine their current reading and comprehension level, and they are spending 
regular time in the Library with their English classes. The program will allow teachers 
to set goals, screen for benchmarks, respond to students needs, monitor progress and 
maximise growth for their students. We look forward to updating parents on their 
child’s reading progress throughout the year. 
 
 
Senior study assistance  
 
As part of the Teacher Librarian role, Ms Montgomery is 
available to work with Year 11 and 12 students and provide 
assistance with their schoolwork, including assessment 
tasks, for all writing-based subjects including English, 
History, Society and Culture and more. Senior students are 
encouraged to see Ms Montgomery in the Library to work 
out a suitable time to receive assistance.  
 
 

 

NEW GRAPHIC NOVELS 
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NEW FICTION AND NON FICTION 

 

Anika Montgomery 

TEACHER LIBRARIAN 
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Assembly 
 
Term 2 was welcomed with our first whole school assembly in over two years due to 
Covid restrictions. Our assembly was chaired by our school captains Charnay Draydon 
and Ama Mite and Welcome to Country given by Marli Craigie. The assembly began 
with an ANZAC remembrance Service, read by Oscar Henry (Year 10 ) and our school 
captains. We observed a minute's silence and The Last Post was played to remember 
those who have fought and fallen in war times. Highlights of our first assembly 
included: recognising our new permanent staff members and presenting them with a 
pen as a welcome- Mr Scott Breen, Deputy Principal (years 7, 9, 11); Ms Helen 
Mahony and Ms Tina Brookes (Maths Dept); and Mr Daniel Inkley, Head Teacher 
English. SRC representatives Zahra Kawyan (Year 10) and Andrew Martin (Year 8) 
presented the Term 1 SRC and Prefect Body report. Mrs Jennifer Pearce shared our 
great achievements in the pool during term one and announced the age champions. 
We were entertained with two great performances by Levi Taylor, Scott Shrimpton , 
Fin Deagan and returning ex-student Gabi Nash along with our music teacher Mr 
Smith performing 'You Oughta Know' by Alanis Morissette and 'The Joker and the 
Thief' by Wolfmother. We look forward to being able to celebrate more great 
achievements at whole school assemblies in the future. 
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Anzac Day 
 
Anzac Day began with an early start (5.30 am) as our Prefect Body attended Coffs 
Harbour’s Dawn Service at the Cenotaph. At nine o'clock they then marched with more 
students from Coffs Harbour High School, other schools and community groups from 
Park Ave around to Vernon Street to the Cenotaph for the service. Wreaths were laid 
by students at both Anzac Services. 
 
Lest We Forget 
 

Janet Austin 
 

SRC COORDINATOR 
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Senior Sydney Excursion 
Week 11 of Term 1, tired yet excited, we embarked on our mission to Sydney by bus. 
Upon arrival we visited the Museum of Contemporary Art which was housing part of 
the 23rd Biennale of Sydney. Taking advantage of the beautiful day, we ambled 
around Circular Quay, making sure to visit the Sydney Opera House and the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge. Heading into the evening we had dinner at Circular Quay where we 
met Bianca Paris, Business Affairs Manager at multiple record label companies within 
Sydney. She spoke to us about the music industry outside of the performing arts, 
opportunities within the music industry and tips for up-and-coming performers. We 
finished the first day with a stroll around the harbour. 
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On the second day we woke up to torrential rain but nothing could dampen our spirits 
for the journey ahead of us. We marched our way toward the Art Gallery of NSW with 
a rainbow of umbrellas, dodging deep puddles and flooding gutters. At the art gallery 
we were able to see Art Express, another section of the Biennale and their permanent 
collection of the gallery. Year 12 Visual Arts students were able to find deep 
connections between our works and the artworks held in Art Express by past HSC 
students. The technical ability and conceptual practice from the artworks further 
inspired us into the creation of our bodies of work. We then soldiered through cyclonic 
weather and flash flooding to Pitt Street Mall for lunch and then to Capitol Theatre to 
see the musical 9 to 5. The musical was incredibly entertaining, exploring socio-
political issues, such as patriarchy and sexism, in clever, humorous ways. Our next 
adventure was Paddy’s Markets where we browsed through the stalls and shopping 
centre. Later into the evening we had dinner in Chinatown. As is tradition, we all shared 
a round of Emperor Puffs which are delicious custard filled pastries. 

Fortunately, on our last day, the weather wasn’t as severe which made the walk to 
Australian Institute of Music far more dry. Inside the university we were given a 
presentation and a tour of the building showing us all the many advantages of working 
in the music industry. Our final stop was the White Rabbit Gallery where we were able 
to view and interact with contemporary art installations. These artworks were incredibly 
immersive and interactive and were a nice counter to the more traditional works we 
saw at the Art Gallery of New South Wales.  
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We all would like to say a special thanks to our wonderful teachers Ms Carr and Mr 
Smith for organising and providing us with this invaluable experience. By viewing the 
art galleries, attending the musical 9 to 5, visiting AIM and exploring Sydney we were 
able to experience the creative industry in practice which will further inspire us in our 
work towards our HSC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written by: Chloe, Bella and Indy 

 

Alex Carr 

HEAD TEACHER CAPA, RELIEVING 
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Year 12 Heron Island Excursion 

After a long bus trip through Sunday night and into Monday morning, followed by a 
stopover in Gladstone and a wavy boat ride, we arrived on Heron Island’s sandy (or 
corally) shores.  Writing this on the boat trip back, memory betrays me a little, but here 
are my highlights of the last 4 plus 3 days.  

-Monday afternoon.  Thinking that the weather was coming in, we wanted to make the 
most of the sunshine and clear water and headed out in the boat to ‘Blue Pools’. It 
gave everyone a chance to stretch out their legs (and test out their GoPros)  

-Mornings.  Each day a handful of us did fitness on the rotunda and a run around the 
island before a morning harbour snorkel out to Heron’s resident shipwreck (which, 
funnily enough isn’t actually as shipwreck as it was placed there).  Even though there 
were a few turbid days, there was always something interesting to see lurking on the 
bottom.  

-Thursday night trivia.  Gladiator themed. Weetbix, balloons and a whipped cream-
tomato-sauce concoction involved. Even though my team lost (a blow to my immense 
trivia self-confidence) the wooden spoon consolation price completely compensated 
for that.  

-Beach Days.  As evidenced by some impressive sunburns, many hours were spent 
laxing on the beach, drifting in the shallows and throwing balls and frisbees.  Top-
notch playlist (credit to Hayley and Andrew’s speaker). 

-Sunday night (last night). Words can’t describe how perfect this evening was-all I can 
say is that never more have I wanted to take a picture with my eyes.  

Thank you to all of the teachers for making Heron happen, and to all the amazing 
friends (old and new) 
for such an 
unforgettable week.  

Anonymous student 
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Rebecca Bailey, Amanda 
Joyce and Travis Mackay 

SCIENCE TEACHERS, 
HERON ISLAND
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NSWCHS Swimming Championships 

Congratulations to Coffs High Swim Team who 
competed at NSWCHS Swimming Championships last 
week. All students swam amazingly. Layci Teale won a 
bronze medal and 3rd place in the 13 years girls 100m 
Backstroke. Jarrah Onley, Finn Pengelly, Tepene Rullis 
and Oscar Croak all made the finals in individual 
events. Finn Pengelly just missed out on a bronze in 
the 14 Years backstroke event. Oscar came 5th in two 
of his freestyle events. Sara Bergen also swam her 
fastest, smashing her PB's in her events. The 14 years 
boys had a great day, smashing their PB by 13 seconds 
coming in 16th in the state. Well done team! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 Layci Teale 

                                                                                                                                     Sara Bergen 
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15 Years Boys 
Relay: Henry Bunt, 
Beau George, 
Titan Barry, Cale 
Ogilvy   

Placed 14th in 
State 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13 Years Boys Relay:  Fynlay Wilkinson, 
Cooper Pearce, Leo Tarlinton, Birnny 
Sutton 

PB smashed by 13 seconds to place 
17th in the State 
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Open Football 

The Open Girls and Boys Football teams both won all their games in the CHS knockout 
Gala day on the 2nd last day of term 1 and are through to round 4. The selected 
Students represented the school proudly and had a great day. Well done to all students 
involved 

 

Gabe Dun Mosquera, Azad Qasim, En Sian Muang Lian, Hameed Edo, Kieran Austin, 
Nicholas Clifford, Christian Mirindi, Ama Mite, Tahseen Edo, William Vaughan Schultz, 
Obang Oko Agwa, Than Zin Oo, James Tial Lian Thang, Bao Nguyen, Fletcher 
Simpson, Yvan Munyaneza 
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Kokob Bitsuamlak Fisehaye, Trinity Bailey, Sheelan Knjo, Nahla Nayif, Emily 
Warren, Tahliya Sambrook, Nada Ali, Enas Qasim, Milan Knjo, Jewana Saadoon, 
Media Khalaf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kale Hopper 

HEAD TEACHER MATHS, RELIEVING 
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2022 School Cross Country 

This year our school cross country was a competitors only event which was held down 
at the Jetty Foreshores. The track challenges runners over a variety of terrains. All 
runners ran in both a girls and boys start which enabled fierce competition. The senior 
SLR classes assisted as officials, which was invaluable experience. Congratulations 
to the following Age Champions and runners who made it through to MNC Cross 
country on 20th May at Grafton. 

2022 Age Champions Cross Country 

Girls 
12 years Jarrah Onley 
13 years Layci Teale 
14 years Lani Cooper 
15 years Lexi Weiley 
16 years (no runners) 
17 +years Enas Qasim 
18 years Cloe Nolan 
 

Boys 
12 years Lachlan Keating 
13 years Blake Miller 
14 years Linc Chambers 
15 years Titan Barry 
16 years Flynn Tyas 
17 +years Hudson Barry 
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MNC Cross Country 

Regardless of a last-minute change of venue due to wet weather 
we still had a successful day at MNC Cross Country in Grafton on 
Friday 20th. Our students placed in the top ten for most 
runners. Congratulations to Georgia Kuchel, Johanna Kuchel, Titan 
Barry, Hudson Barry, Linc Chambers for 1st place. Stanley 
Morrison, Cloe Nolan for 2nd place. Jared Chafer and Lyla Tarlinton 
for 3rd place. Jacob Hubbard, Charlie Morrison and Riley Morrissey 
for 4th place. Many other students received 5th - 14th place with the 
top ten runners making it through to North Coast Championships at 
Nana Glen on 14th June 2022. 

1. 15 Yrs Boys Titan Barry 1st, Jared Chambers 3rd and  
       Riley Morrissey 

2. Jamie Woolford and Hudson Barry 
3. 18 yrs Georgia Kuchel 1st, Cloe Nolan 2nd and  

        Johanna Kuchel 15 yrs 1st 
4.  14 Yrs Boys Linc Chambers 1st and Stanley Morrison 2nd 
5. 12 yrs Girls Lyla Tarlinton 3rd 
6. 17 yrs Boys Hudson Barry 1st 
7. 13 Yrs Boys Jacob Hubbard 4th and Orlando Maling 8th 
8. 14 yrs Boys top ten runners 
9. 16 yrs Boys Mark Yanga 14th 
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Jennifer Pearce 

CHHS CARNIVALS COORDINATOR 
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Shanaya Pitt, Year 9 - The Wizard of Oz 

Shanaya Pitt is currently performing in the lead role of Tinman in The Wizard of Oz, 
Young Performers Edition, at the Jetty Theatre with the Coffs Harbour Musical 
Comedy Company (CHMCC).  This talented student has spent many hours 
rehearsing over the past four months to bring this show to the stage for the Coffs 
Harbour community. The show is running until 5 June.  Photo: lyssphotostories
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Sarah O’Connor, Year 11 

Sarah O’Connor recently travelled to Harden, NSW to compete at the Pony Club 
Association NSW State ODE & Combined Training Championships. Sarah and 
her horse, Collie, had a fantastic time and with hard work and determination they won 
the Champion 15 
years – under 17 
State Combined 
Training title.  

 

                                                                                              

 

 

 
                                                                      

                                                Photo: Britt Grovenor 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                                            

 

Photo: Britt Grovenor 
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Charlie Dent Year 10, Levi Fischer Year 9 and Breah Fischer Year 11 - 
Representative Hockey 

Breah represented HockeyNSW in the U18 Womens Australian Championships in 
Cairns, her team placed equal first in the rounds games, but due to a countback of 
goals for and against they didn't make it through to the semi finals. They placed 5th 
overall at the Championships. 

Levi represented HockeyNSW at the U15 Boys Australian Championships in 
Newcastle, this was Levi's first Nationals event and he even managed to score his first 
Nationals goal for his team. The team placed 7th overall. 

Last weekend Breah & Levi joined Charlie Dent representing Hockey Coffs Coast at 
the HockeyNSW U18 Mens State Championships in Moorebank to win Division 3, 
which will elevate the team to Division 2 next year! 

Breah will be heading to Armidale to represent Grafton Hockey at the HockeyNSW 
U18 Womens State Championships in Armidale which her team is in Division 1 this 
year.  Breah will also be eligible for selection again for the U18 NSW State squad form 
this tournament. 

Breah and Levi both represented North Coast at the NSW CHS Championships for 
hockey in Newcastle. Breah has been selected to represent the NSW CHS Opens 
team ath the NSW All Schools Opens Tri-Series in July.  
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Benni Maloney, Year 12 - Crossfit Games Torian Pro 

Benni Maloney recently competed in the Crossfit Open 2022 with her efforts landing 
her in the 8th position in Oceania for her age group.  This earned her an invitation to 
compete in the Cross Fit Games Torian Pro competition in Brisbane 19-21 May.  Benni 
took first place in three of the six WODs (work out of the day) including a barbell 
complex which saw her complete 3 Cleans + 2 Front Squats and 1 Jerk (shoulder to 
overhead) at 175 lbs or 80kgs! Benni podiumed 3rd and will have completed the 
Crossfit Games Online Qualifier the weekend of 29-30 May for a shot at going to 
Maddison, Wisconsin, USA for the CrossFit Games.
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Oscar Croak, Year 11 – HOYS Young Athlete Ambassador 2022 

Oscar was recently awarded they Hoys Young Athlete Sponsorship for his amazing 
achievements in swimming.   

Oscar recently competed in the Australian Age Championships in South Australia 
where he swam a PB in the 100m Freestyle of 54.44.  He moved rank from 61st to 31st 
in the nation! 
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